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Property tax 1 

Property tax is known as one of the most important tax systems in Oregon and sources 2 

of revenue for local governments has 12.000 Local taxing districts statewide. Property tax can 3 

accumulate a sufficient amount of money from tax payers, in fact $464,606,017 for the 2014-15 4 

tax year just in Lane County. Even though property tax can be a pain in the butt, it is authorized 5 

by the government to provide for plenty of things that can be helpful in the long run. 6 

Property tax is a levy on property that the owner is required to pay authorized by the 7 

government of each state. Under a property tax system, the government usually requires 8 

individual owners to pay the value of each property and is of then given in a percentage. For 9 

example a property tax with the value of 50,000 would be 1,000 per year. Property tax on real 10 

estate is usually leveled by the Government and is between 0% and 4% of the home value. 11 

In many downfalls like others, property tax can also leave a bit of pain in the back by 12 

causing a few negative effects. In fact property tax is compared to the property is maximum 13 

assessed value. Which is set to increase each year by more than three percent. Another issue 14 

about property tax is that it can also lead into a number of problems such as people losing their 15 

homes through foreclosures from not being able to pay their property tax on time. According to 16 

the Oregonian in the month of October alone there were 883 foreclosures in Oregon, almost 17 

four times more than October a year ago. In result this problem can lead into homeowners 18 

going bankrupt and into dept. On the other hand this would leave a positive result because it 19 

will give other families an opportunity to own a home and get it for a less amount. 20 
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Property tax in Oregon can be used for plenty of important reason. The main thing is to 1 

support local taxing district such as public schools, community colleges, police fire department, 2 

parks, and many others. In fact, during 2007-2008 this source raised about $4.5 billion alone in 3 

Oregon. Cities, counties, and school districts today collect20% more in property taxes did in 4 

2006.Multnomah County receives 37 cents per dollar to receive funds for those place as 5 

described and the county gets the rest, which is 24 cents per dollar. Another important fact is 6 

that Oregon constitution sets it limit on the amount or property taxes that can be collected 7 

from each property tax account. For example the limits are set for $5 per $1,000 for 8 

educational taxes and only $10 per $1,000 for government taxes. Property taxes have been 9 

increasing high each year which creates more opportunities for more funds. According to the 10 

bureau of Economic Analysis, property taxes generated $436 billion last year, about $66billion 11 

more than in 2006 when home values peaked. Public schools get about 40% of this money. The 12 

rest goes to other local governments. This is a significant amount of money that will provide for 13 

a good cause. 14 

With many taxes to choose from negative or positive, property tax has a slight negative 15 

approach but it can also have a positive outlook overall. Property Tax plays a major role in taxes 16 

providing us with the support for lots of important things for us Oregonian’s that is needed for 17 

our city. In many ways property tax has been around for a while and will stay here to give us 18 

support with lots of important sources.  19 



Page 3 
 

Work Cites 1 

By Mike Francis | mfrancis@oregonian.com  2 

Follow on Twitter  3 

on November 13, 2014 at 12:01 AM, updated November 13, 2014 at 4:50 AM 4 

By Elliot Njus | enjus@oregonian.com  5 

Email the author | Follow on Twitter  6 

on October 13, 2014 at 6:45 AM, updated October 13, 2014 at 2:29 PM 7 

http://www.oregon.gov/dor/PTD/Pages/index.aspx 8 

http://www.oregon.gov/dor/PTD/Pages/index.aspx


College	  and	  Career	  Readiness	  Task	  Bank	  
 

 

	  
	  

Work	  Sample	  Evaluation	  
	  
	  
Subject	  Area:	  Composition	  1	  
Task	  Title:	  Tracking	  Your	  Taxes	  
Student	  Work	  Sample	  Title:	  Property	  Tax	  
	  
The	  document	  was	  scored	  using	  the	  CCR	  Task	  Bank	  Rubric.	  The	  final	  scores	  are	  indicated	  in	  the	  following	  chart.	  
	  

Scoring	  Criteria	   Insufficient	  
Evidence	  

Developing	   Progressing	   Accomplished	   Exceeds	  

Research	  and	  
Investigation	   	   X	   	   	   	  

Ideas	  and	  Content	   	   	   X	   	   	  

Reading	  and	  
Analysis	   	   	   X	   	   	  

Communication	   	   	   X	   	   	  

Organization	   	   X	   	   	   	  

Accuracy	   	   X	   	   	   	  



College	  and	  Career	  Readiness	  Task	  Bank	  
 

	  

	  
Annotations:	  The	  following	  evidence	  from	  the	  work	  sample	  and	  the	  reviewer’s	  comments	  support	  the	  scores	  above.	  Page	  and	  line	  numbers	  refer	  
to	  the	  original	  work	  sample.	  
	   	  

Scoring	  Criteria	   Page	  
#	  

Line	  #	   Commentary	  about	  the	  work	  sample	  

Research	  and	  Investigation:	  
Locating	  resources	  
independently	  and/or	  
identifying	  information	  
within	  provided	  texts	  

3	   	   The	  work	  sample	  seems	  to	  include	  two	  sources,	  but	  it	  may	  actually	  be	  only	  one.	  

2	   1-‐14	   The	  information	  included	  in	  this	  paragraph	  is	  from	  some	  source	  of	  information,	  but	  it	  is	  not	  cited.	  

	   	   	  

Ideas	  and	  Content:	  
Presenting	  a	  thesis	  and	  
understanding	  concepts	  

1	   5-‐6	   The	  author	  states	  a	  thesis,	  but	  it	  is	  somewhat	  difficult	  to	  follow.	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  
Reading	  and	  Analysis:	  
Evaluating	  sources	  and	  
selecting	  evidence	  to	  
support	  the	  central	  idea	  

1	   14-‐20	   The	  work	  sample	  does	  not	  adequately	  make	  the	  connection	  between	  property	  taxes	  and	  foreclosures.	  

2	   1-‐14	   The	  information	  in	  this	  paragraph	  is	  interesting	  and	  makes	  a	  case	  for	  the	  usefulness	  of	  property	  taxes.	  

	   	   	  

Communication:	  
Using	  subject-‐appropriate	  
language	  and	  considering	  
audience	  

1	   5-‐6	   Lapses	  in	  appropriate	  vocabulary	  show	  that	  the	  student	  does	  not	  always	  keep	  the	  audience	  in	  mind.	  

1	   7-‐11	   The	  student	  uses	  discipline-‐appropriate	  language	  to	  adequately	  describe	  the	  concept	  of	  property	  taxes.	  

	   	   	  

Organization:	  
Structuring	  main	  ideas	  and	  
supporting	  information	  

ALL	   	   The	  student	  uses	  main	  ideas	  and	  supporting	  details	  but	  does	  not	  cite	  any	  sources	  in	  the	  body	  of	  the	  paper.	  

2	   15-‐19	   The	  conclusion	  attempts	  to	  summarize	  the	  paper’s	  topics,	  but,	  in	  the	  end,	  it	  is	  unsatisfying.	  

	   	   	  

Accuracy:	  
Attending	  to	  detail,	  
grammar,	  spelling,	  
conventions,	  citations,	  and	  
formatting	  

ALL	   	   Numerous	  spelling	  and	  typographical	  errors	  throughout	  the	  work	  sample	  make	  it	  difficult	  to	  read	  at	  times.	  

1	   2-‐3	   The	  first	  sentence	  is	  poorly	  constructed.	  

1	   11	   The	  student	  means	  to	  say	  “levied”	  instead	  of	  “leveled.”	  

3	   	   The	  “Work	  Cites”	  list	  is	  missing	  key	  information	  (titles	  of	  sources,	  etc.)	  and	  is	  incorrectly	  formatted.	  
	  


